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SOUTH END HISTORY

LOCATED NEXT TO BOSTON'S BACK BAY AND CLOSE TO
DOWNTOWN BOSTON

EXTENDS: ~ WEST TO MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE
EAST TO BERKELEY AVENUE
NORTH TO COLUMBUS AVENUE
SOUTH TO HARRISON AVENUE

WASHINGTON, TREMONT, AND COLUMBUS ARE THE MAIN
COMMERICAL STREET OF THE SOUTH END

ORGINALLY A NARROW STRIP OF LAND, CONNECTING THE
SHAWMUT PENISULA TO ROXBURY, WITH THE SURROUNDING AREA
BEING TIDAL MARSH
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SOUTH END HISTORY: EXPANSION 1840-1883 FILL IN OF THE SOUTH BAY AND BACK BAY MARSHES
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SOUTH END LANDFILL: ORILTINAL TO TODAY
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SOUTH END HISTORY

1840: BOSTON [1AS O[ER POPULATED AND OTIER CROL1 DEDISO
THE DECISION 7 AS MADE TO FILL IN BOTH SIDES OF THE BOSTON
NECKITHE SOUTH BAY MARSH AND THE BACK BAY MARSHT ITH

1850: CHARLES BULFINCH CREATED THE PLAN FOR THE NE[ LY
ENLARTTED AREA OF LANDITHAT CALLED FOR RO S OF

BROI NSTONE TO[I NHOUSES [ ITH SMALL FENCED IN 1 ARDENS
AND SCATTERED SMALL [JREEN PARKS[

1850-1865: FASHIONABLE AREA FOR 7 EALTHY YOUN(] PEOPLEL

1870’S: FINANCIAL CRISIS AND BANK SEICTURES CAUSED THE
"1 EALTHY RESIDENTS TO MOTIE OUT OF THE SOUTH END!]

TURN OF THE CENTURY: ALL OF THE [ EALTHY RESIDENTS LEFT THE
AREA AND TENEMENT AND LODINCI STYLE HOUSINLI BELJAN TO
TAKEOTIERD

TROIIND AFRICAN AMERICAN POPULATION BELTAN MOTIIN(]
INTO THE AREAIBRINIIIND IN THIS NEL) TATTISCENED

1940°S: [1AYS AND OTHER DITJERSE [1ROUPS 1 ERE DRAT N TO THE
AREA

1960’S: CRIME AND POLIERTY DOMINATED THE SOUTH ENDIAND
MANY OF THE PUBLIC SPACES FELL INTO NE[LECTCHO!] ELIERT
MIDDLE CLASS FAMILIES AND PROFESSIONALS 7 ERE DRAIN

TO THE AREA AND BETT AN PRESERTINCI BULFINCHIS ORI INAL
TOLI NHOUSES(
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SOUTH END PUBLIC HISTORY

1973: SOUTH END LISTED ON THE NATIONAL RELIISTRY OF HISTORIC
PLACES AS THE [LARITEST URBAN [IICTORIAN NEILTHBORHOOD IN
THE COUNTRYI

1983: NAMED A BOSTON LANDMARK DISTRICT

1990’S - TODAY: [] ITH BOSTONIS RENT CONTROL ENDIN[I [
RENT AND PROPERTY TAXES BETT AN RISINTI IN THE SOUTH END(
APPEALINTI TO AN UPPER MIDDLE CLASS POPULATION(!

SOUTH END STILL RETAINS SOME AREAS OF ECONOMIC DICIERSITYT
"1ITH AREAS OF LOL1 INCOME HOUSINLI [

PEOPLE OF DIFFERENT FINANCIAL CIRCUMSTANCESIRACE(]
ETHNICITYCRELICTIONTAND SEXUAL PREFERENCE LICIE AS
NEITTHBORS[

CULTURE FOOD [JENUES AND SHOPPINL[! [
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SOUTH END AREA OF FOCUS
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SOUTH END CONTEXT
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SOUTH END PUBLIC SPACE

SOUTH END PUBLIC SPACE ANALYSIS | DYLAN PHANEUF & AMANDA SCHIFFER | APPROACHES TO PUBLIC SPACE | FALL 2011



SOUTH END PUBLIC SPACE
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SOUTH END PUBLIC TRAFFIC DENSITY




SOUTH END PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

. 10-City Point 43-Ruggles

. 8-Kenmore . Prudential

. 47-Broadway Back Bay

. CT3-Andrew . Silver Line
‘ g cTrcenwe




INTERTIED [ ITH SOUTH END OFFICAL - TABITHA BENNETT

Lives in Jamaica Plain, and her office is his downtown Boston.

Works with neighborhood officials, residents and business owners. Helps those who have city service issues. Does development,
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SOUTH END: COOImIOS 0o m PO
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CHESTER SITUARE PARK
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shuffling along the ground. Where is everybody? They must be at work, leaving this park feeling empty. People walk by on Mass Ave, but why don't they come in and rest in the
park?2 Buses and cars move by, | wonder what they think of the park? People must smoke here, considering all that is left from them is there cigarette butts. One man is enjoying
himselfin the park, but of course he isjust smoking. As the wind blows the leaves off the trees, and grows stronger and strong, lwonder where is the sun? This parkisn’t getting much

ofiit. Is that why it's so empty? Big trucks pass by; all they leave behind is there pollution. The smell of cigarette smoke fills the air. Some trees are naked, is it from all of this wind?2
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CHESTER SITUARE PARK
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BEFORE AND AFTER
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CHESTER STTUARE PARK UPPER HALF
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CHESTER SITUARE PARK LOT1 ER HALF
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CHESTER SITUARE PARK SKETCH
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CHESTER STTUARE PARK CONTEXT
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CHESTER S[TUARE PARK OUTDOOR SPACES
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CHESTER SITUARE PARK OPEN SPACE CONTEXT
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CHESTER STTUARE PARK THROUIH EHICULAR CIRCULATION
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CHESTER SITUARE PARK LOCAL EHICULAR CIRCULATION
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CHESTER SITUARE PARK BUS CIRCULATION
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CHESTER SITUARE PARK PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION
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CHESTER SITUARE PARK CIRCULATION
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CHESTER STTUARE CIRCULATION

SOUTH END PUBLIC SPACE ANALYSIS | DYLAN PHANEUF & AMANDA SCHIFFER | APPROACHES TO PUBLIC SPACE | FALL 2011



CHESTER STTUARE PARK DEMOTIRAPHICS
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CHESTER STTUARE PARK DEMOTIRAPHICS
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CHESTER STTUARE PARK DEMOTIRAPHICS
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CHESTER STTUARE PARK DEMOTIRAPHICS
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CHESTER STTUARE PARK DEMOTIRAPHICS
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CHESTER STTUARE PARK DEMOTIRAPHICS
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CHESTER STTUARE PARK DEMOTIRAPHICS

Undesireable

Neighbors, 5. 20%

5%

Children,
5%
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CHESTER S[TUARE PARK DIATIRAM CONCLUSION
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CHESTER SITUARE PARK SITTINTT SPACES
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HOW OFTEN DO YOU USE THE PARK®<
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WHAT IS ATMOPSHERE OF THE PARK TO YOU?

Dylan, 22: | find that the park is usually empty but the fountain creates a very relaxing environment.
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Willard, 65: Usually | don't look around and just get from one place to another. | mean there is a park here and some frees, but
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DO YOU FIND IT UNUSED OR OVERUSEDz?

Dylan, 22: | find the park unused, it is sort of closed off to the neighborhood and Massachusetts.
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DO YOU FEEL LIKE THIS IS A SUCESSFUL PUBLIC SPACE?®?
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Stanton, 50: It is fine. Glad there is no playground equipment.

SOUTH END PUBLIC SPACE ANALYSIS | DYLAN PHANEUF & AMANDA SCHIFFER | APPROACHES TO PUBLIC SPACE | FALL 2011



WHAT ARE THE DEMOGRAPHICS OF THE PARK?

Dylan, 22: People with dogs, people smoking, and the occasional neighbor just sitting there.
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a large central fountain: with the entire park being enclosed by brownstones. Neighbors use to stroll through the park and enjoy the outdoors, while the traffic lowed far away on the parks perimeter. In the mid 1900's
the decision was made to construct interstate 93, and Massachusetts Avenue would be a main axis for Bostonians to access it. Therefore, the decision was made to construct a four lane highway that cut the park in
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Today Chester Square Park is a small reminder of a glorious and elegant park that use to exist for the Chester Square community. Most of the time you find the park empty, but when there are people there they are
just passing through or even engaging in illegal substances. But if you let the park invite you in and you sit down, it allows you a small opportunity fo escape from the city life and relax amongst the trees. However, you
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SOUTH END: BLACKSTONE SITTUARE
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BLACKSTONE SITUARE: STREAM OF CONSCIOUSNESS

As | approach the park, the rigor of the harsh black fence dictates my entry. | pass five access
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another must make a wide adjustment for this obstruction. One girl steps down the 12+ inches in
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be the reason the accompaning park across the street receives so much less traffic, it appears
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BLACKSTONE ST UARE: SITE DELJELOPMENT

Lt SRS VNG
and Franklin Squares after the g%é'ection
by Washington St (1883)
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BLACKSTONE SITUARE: STREET [ ALLS
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BLACKSTONE SITUARE: STREET [ ALLS
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BLACKSTONE ST UARE
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BLACKSTONE SITUARE: ON SITE SKETCHES
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BLACKSTONE SITUARE: CONTEXT
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BLACKSTONE SITUARE: CONTEXT
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BLACKSTONE SITUARE: NOISESLISOUND STUDIES

CAR ALARM
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BRAKES
CHILDREN TALKING CARS CHILDREN YELLING

BUS SHAKING "7 .

RUNNING BEEP BEEP

CHILDREN SCREAMING

BACKINLC NOISES CHATTING FROM BENCHES
DOGS RUNNING
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BLACKSTONE SITUARE: TOMOLIRAPHIES: DOTIS
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BLACKSTONE SITUARE: CIRCULATION
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BLACKSTONE STTUARE: CONTENTS
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BLACKSTONE SITUARE: DEMOLIRAPHICS
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BLACKSTONE SITUARE: DEMOLIRAPHICS
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BLACKSTONE SQUARE: HOW OFTEN DO YOU USE THIS PARK?
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BLACKSTONE SQUARE: WHAT IS THE ATMOSPHERE OF THE PARK?
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BLACKSTONE SQUARE: HOW OFTEN IS THE PARK USED?
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BLACKSTONE SQUARE: WHO USES THE PARK?

doooo momme oo oooomom drinking vodkarmio

OO0 00 00IrPOOOI OO0 0000 DOIMIMOO00 D0 0000000000 0 000 DOMm LOOmO

“Do | want them to police the area bettere | don't know because if they keep this area free of the degenerates (0 MO0
D00 | 000000000 HOOMD 0IMOO IO MO 0D ID OO0 00000 000 FOOMm

[Pretty gOOd MiXO0 0D 0 00 0000000 000MO0000000Mm0 00 00 0 0 0000CEDImOD (M0 000000000 000000000 o
(D0 O DO O JHDImooomo 0o oo

O000m0 0000 0D everyone Mmoo 00omyYOo 0000 00 000 DmhOnO0Mo0 00000000 000000 00000 b0 [0 0000 000
D00Noom 0O 00mMomo000 O 0 000000000 MO 00MOOmO00 00000 MOOmom )

SOUTH END PUBLIC SPACE ANALYSIS | DYLAN PHANEUF & AMANDA SCHIFFER | APPROACHES TO PUBLIC SPACE | FALL 2011



BLACKSTONE SQUARE: IS THIS A SUCCESSFUL PUBLIC SPACE?
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BLACKSTONE STTUARE: OTHER INFORMATION
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Comeme: BLACKSTONE STTUARE

Blackstone Square is a public space that is used by many and understood in as many ditterent ways. The vast majority of people use
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promote their own use. These people walking through are evenly split between men and women. The vast majority of people who
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People on the benches are also diverse. The maijority of the people are what was identified during the observation and interviewing
process as the problem of the site, the homeless. They are there on the benches first think in the morning through the entire day. It is
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the same space, even if they have specific areas they trend towards, is very successful.

This site has it's flaws but these quirks are what makes it such a success. If the dogs were removed the park would lose it's vibrancy.
000 000 00O 00D M0 00000000 00000 000 00 00 000 MINOT 00 00000 000 00 0 00 OO0 MDO00000 000 0mmooo
[0 O 0000 DOMOUIDo D00MmD 00 00000 O 00D [O0 DUUOIH 00 D00 0000MmImooim 000 D00 (Mooo 000 D000mo 0o 0o
(M O O [

SOUTH END PUBLIC SPACE ANALYSIS | DYLAN PHANEUF & AMANDA SCHIFFER | APPROACHES TO PUBLIC SPACE | FALL 2011



Coppmemr: CHESTER SLTUARE AND BLACKSTONE STTUARE
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main roads, Massachusetts Ave and Washington Street respectively. These two streets have a great deal of traffic, both vehicular
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enrty points. These points fail fo lead the pedestrian to a place that they cannot reach by just continuing on the sidewalk, so the
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Blackstone Square and Chester Square are located about five minutes walking distance apart from one another. The main
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